
85 South Oxford Street  
(between Fulton Street and Lafayette Avenue) 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718-625-7515
Sunday Services 
11:00am 
( July and August at 10:00am) 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
Join us for a Sunday service, attend an event, or 
just stop by. If  you have any questions about the 
church, its work, worship services, Sunday School, 
becoming a member or simply want to speak with 
the Pastor, call 718-625-7515, or send an email to:  
info@lapcbrooklyn.org 
For a calendar of  events and to download copies  
of  recent sermons, visit: www.lapcbrooklyn.org  

Directions
SUBWAY 
     to Lafayette  
     to Fulton Street 
    to Nevins 
    to Atlantic/ 
	 								Pacific
BUS 
B25, B26, B38, B52, B69 
LIRR  
to Flatbush Avenue

Lafayette Avenue  
Presbyterian Church

To	find	out	how	you	can	support	the	programs	 
of  Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church,  
the restoration of  the landmark building, 

	its	Austin	organ	or	the	magnificent	collection	 
of  Tiffany stained-glass windows,  

call 718-625-7515, or visit  
www.lapcbrooklyn.org

Your Support

C
G
2 3 4 5
D N Q R

AtlAntic  Avenue

DekAlb  Avenue

Myrtle  Avenue

W
A

sh
in

g
to

n
  A

v
en

u
e

brooklyn-Queens expressWAy

C

GFulton street

D N
Q R
LIRR

2 3
4 5

FlAtbu
sh

  Aven
u

e
lAFAyette  Avenue

Lafayette Avenue  
Presbyterian Church 
 Fort Greene, Brooklyn, New York

Lafayette avenue Presbyterian ChurCh  
is a dynamic multi-racial, multi-cultural church  
in historic Fort Greene, Brooklyn. Named by  
the Lilly Endowment as one of  the 300  
Outstanding Protestant churches in the United 
States,1	Lafayette	Avenue	was	identified	as	one	
of  the American congregations that “nurture the 
human spirit, draw people closer to God, bring 
them into loving service and exemplify what is 
best in local churches throughout America.”

According to the Lilly Endowment: “These 
churches... are simply wonderful places to be. 
They not only take care of  their members and  
the newcomer, but reach out generously into  
the world.”

The church is growing with a strong gospel 
foundation; outstanding music (including two  
of  the best choirs in the city); a full menu of   
education programs and social service projects; 
and	a	high	profile	in	the	community.	

Somewhat organized. 
But certainly not traditional.

People often discover Lafayette Avenue after  
attending a worship service, a concert, or one  
of  the many community programs held here. 
And many members have had “issues” with  
organized religion – been alienated by other  
more traditional church models – but somehow 
found what they were looking for right here. 

Whether you are looking for a new church 
home, or just looking, Lafayette Avenue strives  
to be a place where you can be free, empowered, 
and open to ask all of  your questions and – 
hopefully	–	find	at	least	some	of 	the	answers.

Welcome 
 to this place.

Lafayette Avenue has been called a church of  
“honest Christianity.”  A Christianity which leaves 
behind racism, nationalism, sexism, homophobia,  
a Christianity which seeks to follow Jesus, who 
refused to be bound by the fetishes, bigotries,  
and misguided traditions of his time. 

“ The Miracle of  Creation” (detail)  
Tiffany Studios 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church  
Brooklyn, New York  USA  
c.1893-1913

1The Lilly Endowment, Project Director, Paul Wilkes

A place where people  

of  any faith – or none 

at all – are welcome to 

discover the sacred in  

life through openness, 

honesty, laughter, music 

and prayer.
Cover Photography © 2008 joybellphotos@mac.com



When We Were founded in 1857, the issue  
of  slavery dominated the national debate. The early 
leadership of  the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church and its congregation, although mostly white, 
staked out a position squarely on the side of  racial 
progress. They held working sessions of  leading  
abolitionists and hosted the Brooklyn debuts of  
escaped slave Amanda Smith and the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers. Known from its founding as a“temple of   
abolition” the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
was forever destined to be in the forefront of  the 
social justice struggles of  the day.
The	first	woman	to	preach	from	a	Presbyterian	

pulpit did so here in 1872. The church’s second  
pastor preached a sermon that challenged the 
religious premise of  the expedition of  Christopher 
Columbus. The Church was responsible for the  
opening of  mission work in Korea. And today,  
the church continues to serve those in need from 
New Orleans to Rwanda to the thriving, diverse  
communities right here in Brooklyn.

Practicing what’s preached
In the New Testament, Jesus talks about justice  
for the poor three times more often than he talks 
about all the personal sins–combined. Faithful to that  

Gospel, the congregation 
of  Lafayette Avenue is  
out in the community 
working to affect change 
in active solidarity with 
the forgotten and  
marginalized people  
of  the world.The church 

is a home to the People of  Faith Network, which  
mobilizes thousands of  congregations across the 
country to be active participants in social and  
economic justice work; works with the Pratt  
Area Community Council to prevent unwarranted  
evictions and foreclosures, improve distressed  
properties, preserve and develop affordable  

housing and create opportunities 
for homeownership and economic 
advancement; partners with Habitat 
for Humanity to construct homes 
throughout New York; joins other 
congregations to provide a hearty  
meal	and	overnight	staffing	at	the	 
Sacred Heart Men’s Shelter; works 
with New York Jobs with Justice, a network of   
grass roots coalitions that connect labor, faith-based, 
community, and student organizations to work 
together on workplace and community social justice 
campaigns; and is also known as Fort Greene’s 
“Town Hall” for all the community meetings, events, 
issues forums, debates and educational workshops 
hosted in this space. 

Ministry through Music
The music at Lafayette Avenue is not part of  the 

entertainment, it’s part of  the ministry. The Lafayette 
Choir lifts spirits of  all who hear them as they sing 
a wide variety of  music including Anglican cathedral 
music, standard American anthems, spirituals,  
psalms, and new compositions. And the Lafayette 
Inspirational Ensemble has developed a reputation 
as one of  the most exciting and innovative choirs in 
all New York. The multi-cultural and multi-ethnic 
Lafayette Inspirational Ensemble praises Jesus with a 
jubilant abandon that transcends gospel stereotypes.

The Lafayette Organ was built by the Austin Organ 
Company in 1910. The console was moved from the 
balcony	to	the	sanctuary	floor	in	the	mid-70’s	to	bring	

the organ closer to the congregation. Unfortunately, 
this	magnificent	instrument	is	in	desperate	need	of 	
major restoration and repair.

Our Children
There is so much they can learn from the teachings 
of 	Jesus	Christ,	things	that	will	influence	their	actions	
throughout their lives. Lafayette Avenue provides a 
Sunday School program that educates young people 
in a fun, interactive 
environment. The 
Sunday School meets at 
10:00 AM. Church hour 
instruction and nursery 
care is available during 
the 11:00 AM worship 
hour.

The Church and its  
Tiffany Windows

The church building is an important landmark in the 
Fort Greene Historic District. And like any old house, 
this one always has something to repair or restore.  
A fundraising campaign made it possible for the badly 
damaged slate roof  to be replaced. The next phase of  
the Capital Campaign focuses on the restoration of  
the crumbling brownstone masonry and renovation 
of  the famed stained glass windows, including 13 that 
were created by the studios of  Louis Comfort Tiffany. 
Immediate funding is needed to halt the deterioration 
of  these invaluable artistic treasures.  

Our Doors
The doors to Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
are open to all. It doesn’t matter if  you are drawn here 
by the music, the power of  prayer, the opportunity to 
connect with a spirit that can guide you in your daily 
life	or	simply	the	desire	to	find	a	place	where	you	can	
spend	a	few	moments	to	reflect	on	things.	

Whatever brings you here, may the spirit of  God 
bless us all in our journey.

Mighty Cloud of  Witnesses
Perhaps the most striking physical feature of the 
church is a mural that wraps around 3-sides of  the 
sanctuary. Titled “Mighty Cloud of  Witnesses”, it 
measures 270-feet wide x 18-feet tall. In the 1970’s 
while he was a student at Pratt institute, artist 
Hank Prussing captured neighborhood people 
and	interspersed	them	with	the	religious	figures	in	
the stained-glass windows—demonstrating that 
the spirit that is Jesus plays a part in our lives right 
here, each and every day.

 Open, progressive and forward thinking.  Just like the gospels of Jesus Christ.




