
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact: Craig Bannister 

Capital Campaign Coordinator   
Email: openingdoors@lapcbrooklyn.org  

 

Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church is proud to announce  
that we have been invited to join the  

National Fund for Sacred Places grant program. 

This grant opportunity will provide up to $250,000 in a 2-to-1 match toward  
a $1.675 million fundraising goal to restore this historic Fort Greene building. 

  

(March 4, 2021, Brooklyn, NY)  Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church is proud to 
announce that we are one of 16 houses of worship selected nation-wide to receive the 
2020 National Fund for Sacred Places (NFSP) grant award. The National Fund, 
supported by the Lilly Endowment, is a program of Partners for Sacred Places in 
collaboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Since 2016, the 
National Fund has engaged 68 congregations from all across the country in their work. 
For its grant awardees, the program provides a comprehensive package of services 
including training and technical support, a planning grant and funds of up to $250,000 in 
a 2-to-1 match for historic restoration projects.  
 

The National Fund supports congregations which make the most  
of their facilities as agents for change and community renewal.  

 

According to Bob Jaeger, President of Partners for Sacred Places, “Organizations 
like the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church have a true commitment to service, offer 
tremendous civic value to their community, and these congregations are well poised to 
grow and thrive in the future.”  
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Founded in 1857, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church (LAPC) has always been at 
the vanguard of social justice issues affecting the broader community and nation at 
large. As a beacon of the abolitionist movement and with its legacy of progressive 
leadership, LAPC has stood as a community hub for activism and advocacy. Today, 
LAPC is involved in criminal justice and bail reform, The Poor People’s Campaign, 
Black Lives Matter, Immigration Rights, and the New Sanctuary Project.  

LAPC is also a welcoming home for the Irondale theater company, the Audre Lorde 
Project, the Business Outreach Center (BOC-net), the Parents Cooperative 
Playgroup, and Fort Greene Park Conservancy. The space is vital and well-utilized, 
creating a meeting center and performance space for multiple groups such as the 
Lafayette Inspirational Ensemble, The Brooklyn Jazz Consortium, The Women’s 
Press Collective, Brooklyn Contemporary Chorus, Brooklyn Jazz Orchestra, Fort 
Greene for Peace, and finally, a sanctuary in which LAPC’s congregation worships.  

Its historic walls are grounds for powerful meeting experiences. Congressman 
Hakeem Jeffries has described LAPC’s sanctuary as “the revered ‘Town Hall’ 
space of Fort Greene, where LAPC hosts numerous community forums, 
workshops, social justice action activities, and a venue for performing arts events 
each year. LAPC truly serves as a community hub and landmark for civic efforts 
within Central Brooklyn.”  
  
And from the Irondale Center, Executive Director Terry Greiss states, 
“Preserving this historic building is crucial to the continued vitality and integrity of 
the Fort Greene community…”  
 

LAPC has received this grant opportunity at the cusp of launching  
the next phase of a 22-year capital restoration effort:  

“Opening Doors: The Campaign for Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church.”  

 

In this phase, the front façade and study tower, window surrounds and front doors will 
be restored and cleaned. To enable wheelchair access, an ADA-compliant ramp will be 
installed to the front entrance to better serve all the audiences who use the sanctuary. 
Water penetration, especially in the tower and front step area, plus over 100 years of 
subway vibration, has undermined the front basement wall, causing settling of the tower 
and damage to the interior staircase and the Narthex arch. This condition is 
accelerating and needs to be addressed immediately. The monumental 1893 Tiffany 
stained glass triptych, currently in poor condition, will also be removed and restored. 
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We must raise $500,000 in the next 14 months to meet the maximum available National 
Fund matching grant of $250,000, and then continue to raise funds toward the total 
project cost, estimated to be $1,675,000. The LAPC community is very excited to be a 
part of this program and to be working with Partners for Sacred Places and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation to accomplish our goal. LAPC looks forward to launching 
a successful “Opening Doors” capital campaign later this Spring.  

  
About the National Fund for Sacred Places 
The National Fund for Sacred Places is a program of Partners for Sacred Places 
in collaboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation. To learn more 
visit our website www.fundforsacredplaces.org.  
  
About Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Founded in 1857, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church (LAPC) is a place for 
refreshing, spirited community engagement. This historic church in Brooklyn’s Fort 
Greene neighborhood is a member of the Presbytery of New York City and part of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. LAPC is a “More Light” Presbyterian congregation 
and welcomes and affirms all people into the life of the church.  
 
 

www.lapcbrooklyn.org 
 

 

#lapcbrooklyn 
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